








MERCATOR 


Dred Numb, 137. 


OR, 


— Commerce 


Retriched, 


BEING 
ConsIDERATIONS on the State of the Britifh Trade, &c- 





From Cuefoap, April 6. co Churlay, April 8. v714. 





The Oppofers of the Treaty at firft fuggefted that our Wool io di to be Exported to France ile 


wrought. 





This they did, little thinking they fbould be detected in Print. 


This was the firft occafion of the Mercator. 


When they were deteéted in this by the Mercator, they dropt it, 


The Mercator proves thefe-Men are the true Qulers, and that, the Treaty of Commerce is the 
only effectual Courfé to prevent the Exportation of our Wool. 
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HEN -the firft Debate was fer on Foot 
in the Town againft the Treaty of 
Commerce, the Oppofers to thew 
their Fury! rather than theit Argu- 

ments, and not fuppofing thefe things 
would be deteéted in Print, fpread abroad among inne- 
merable other Falfities, this notorious one in particu- 
Jar, viz. that it was one of the Conditions of the Trea- 
ty of Commerce, that the Wool of England was to be 
ported unwrought to the French. 


The MERC ATOR appeals to the many thoufands 
among their own Friends, who really were made for 
fome time to believe this, and to the many more thou- 
fands, who they again reported it to, as a firm Truth, 
and hoped to.impofe it upon their Belief alfo, and this 
he mentions, now, becaufe he knows they have eaten 
their Words, and drank after them, and now with the 


fame Front deny that they faid it at all ; but it was too 
publick to be deny'd. ° 





, 
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The Reafon of this Cafe on their fide is plain, viz. 
when they firft fpread that abominable Forgery about, 
they had the World before them; they dreamt not of 
being detested and expofed in Print, as is faid above, 
and they made no Queftion but by the Artifice which 
they ufed at that time in fpreading fuch Stories as they 
thoughr for their Turn, this among the reft fhould ob- 
tain among the People. 


What the firft Defign was is very eafy to explain, viz. 
to make the Queen’s Adminiftration appear odious, 
and enrage the People; nor was it to be wondred, that 
the People of England were at firft exceedingly allarm’d 
to think that our Manufactures were abandond, our 
Trade laid open, the Labour of the Poor, which is their 
Bread, taken away from them, and our Materials for 
Manufacturing which Heaven had given to Great Bri- 
tain and Ireland, as it were exclufively gfrom all the 
World, fhould be given away as it may well be called 
to the French, no true Subject to the Britifh Crown, 
ot Friend to the Britifh Interef could think of this with 
any Patience. 





_ Te is true, that confidering wifer People could not be 
impofed upon in fuch a maniteft Abfurdiry; they knew 
the thing was not rational, and that no preren in the 
World could be fo Diftempered in their Politicks as to 


offet fuch a Thing to their Country which they knew 


‘every Mouth in the Nation would be 24> again, 
Treaty was 


arid therefore fuch Men, even before t 

Printed, readily anfwered, whenever they met with ir, 
that they could nof believe it, that it was impoffible, that 
the Miniftry could not be fo demented, fo deprived of 
common Senfe, lay themfelveés fo open to their Enemics 
and the like. , 


But the People concern’d went on with the Cheat, 
and, 4s they fay, that there was never fuch a Baftard born 
but it had a Nurfe, {6 they found Fofter-Parents for this 
fpurious Birth, how abominable foever it was in its ge- 
nerating Confederates, and asa Lye toldto Day, ‘is of 
fome Ufe, they fay, tho’ it be fure to be deteéted to Mor- 
row; forthe printing the Treaty was no Bank tothem, 
for the Treaty was long, it was a whole Book, all did 


_ not fee it; al] that faw it had not either Time or Pati- 


ence to read it; fo that fiill the Forgery flew about, and 
went on for Current among the People, who they 
wanted to deceive, and really many of them believe it 
to this very Hour, and will believe it; They refolve to 
believe it whether it be true orno; Not reading the 
Treaty it felf to them will hinder them, they will be- 
lieve it; and e’en let them believeit. 


Si populus vult decipi decipiatur, 


At length fummon’d by this Fraud, and of meer Ne- 
cefliry in order to undeceive a deluded Nation, the 
MERCATOR came out, and among other Cheats 
deteéted this of the Wool, which made the Broachers of 
it roar moftfearfully againft the MERC ATOR, but 
however they had fo much Shame that they never of- 
fered to fay fince thar, that our Wool was to be Ex- 
ported to France. 


But now on the other Hand they are become Advo- 
cates for chat very Thing which is the occafion ee our 
“Wee 
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“Wooll being in fo eager 4 manner at fo many Hazards, 


- and fometimes With the Expence of our Blood fetch’d 
=s<o/Yiaway trom us: And the MERCATOR therefore 


Tey with much. more Truth, and wih great Advantage 
turns the Tables upon them, and affirms in their Teeth, 





thar thofe People who oppofe the prefent Treaty “of 
Cémnierce with France are the Men-who labour more 
than any, and that in this very Thing alfo, to have our 
Wooll unwrought Exported to France. , 


In explaining this, the MERCATOR lays cown 
two or three Generals, which he believes the Op pofers, 
tho’ Modefty is nonegsf theif Peculiar, ‘will not. have 
the front to contradj& if they dhould, they will 
expofe themfclves and their Caule ‘to the utmoft Ab- 
horrence. . 


France, or being, Joaded with 
Pr@hibition, which is the faihe wi ) ans 
of the Improvement which the French have been able 
to make in the Woollen Manufacture. 


igh Dyties.equal to a 
isth 


This is plain from,the-Preambles jto the “feverat! Ta- 
riffs, Ediéts and Arrefts publithed in France, ome 
of 1699, 1703, and the like; where the 
daying high. Duties on the Englifh Manufactures is 

owned by the King of France to be, becaufe orherwife 
their own Manufatlures could not be Vended, or to_ that 
purpofe, and for the Encouragement of their own ‘People 
in making the faid Manuf ailures in France; as may be 
feen in the Book of Tariffs, or French.Book of Rates, 
ately Tranflated, into Englifh, and fold by the Book- 
Felais About the Exchange, to which'the MERCATOR 


treely refers. ED 


-—2;-As--onthe-one Hand; not admitting our Goods-is 


the Encouragement of the French Manufacturing ; fo, 
-diytheiothersHand, the-Encreafe of. their Manufactuting 
vig thiereafon of the Otwling Trade,, as we call 4, and that 
omhany ways 0 i" 


work} Having not; Wooll of their,own, neither)in 
Quality (or Quantity, 'to make the great Bulk of Wool- 
elen Manufagtures which they wane for cheir own Home- 
Trade; much Jefs for a Foreign: Tiade, as thefe prevari- 
scators Challenge for them: This makes them hunt, far 
“and near, over all the Creeks and By-places they can 
come. at, -both in Bricain and Ireland, to get as much of 
our Wooll as poffible from us, without which they are 
not capable to go on with their Works to any per- 
fetions > tow L | 
2. This prompts them alfo to. givea great Price , for 
our Wooll, by which our Mercenary and Treacherous 


{People ate too eafily ‘prevailed upon ro Sell, their Coun- 


tryand their;Commerce,to the French, without which 
they couk! never be»,able.to carry on the Woollen. Ma- 
trinfactures. - ORI 


¢ great Means” 


eafon of 
‘hayé \fuch a, Demand.for our Wooll. , 





And who can forbear repeating, tho’ it were in ever 
Paper, what was hinted in the lat MERC ATOR, 
(viz.) That fome of thofe Deffreyers of; and therefore 
Traytors, to, their Country’s Profperity, whreshaveebeen 
found Guilty, and are now in tHe Hands” of Juftice 
tor Exporting our. Wool to Francé the fame Men who 
were found but afew “Months before Huzzaing amiéneg 
the Crowd at the Ele&ions for fuch Members as would 
Oppofe the Bill of Commerce, becaufe, as they al- 
tchged, that Bill would caufe our Wooll to be carryed 
into France Unwrought, and the Badge of thefeWretches 
was a Lock of Wooll in their Hats, &c. 


** . 2 oes %s 
Wheréas the Truth of the Bat is, that the keeping 
up on Pea, and having our Manufastures kepr = of 
France, is the only Reafon of the French fo eagerly 


~ ' feeking our Unwrought Wooll, and giving fuch Bribes 
1. That our Manufactures not being admittéd into — 


to our People for it as makes them Acceffiry to their 


getting it away; and the Treaty of Commerce is .the 
“only trae ‘and regular Way to prevent: if, as fhall 


fhewn in its place. 


Thus thefe Men who have fo long amufed us with 
the Wooll ‘being cacryed_away into France, and have 
made fuch loud Clamours about it ; thefe, { fay, are 
the only Owlers, for they are the Caufe why the Freiich 


— 


_It is true, that before the Way, and even before any 
of the high Duties lajd on our Woollen-Manufattures 
in, France; the French'gotfome -of our; Wooll, ‘andxde- 
fired ity becaufe they have little or none of .their owns ' 


This the MERCATOR grants,’ But with this 
juft exception, which every one muft allow, (viz.) That 
the Quantity of Englifh Wooll carryed into France was 
nothing in thofe Days‘to-what it has~been-fince ; Ram- 
ney Mar{h was then the only place, nor was the Quan- 


taty carry'd from theticé any thing confiderable src 


now it is an infinite, immenife, incredible\Qu inticy hat 
is carryed away, as wéll .fsom Kent, Suilex, the Mle of 
Wight, ,and the reft of the South-Coaft of England, as 
from Lincolnfhire, Norfolk, the Fens, and again in the 


-North of England, and in,Scotland, atid above all in 


Ireland ¢ and if it be true, that > 40000; Packs of Wooll 
have been landed the Bay of Bifcay in France from 
Ireland in, the laf Year, as the MERCATOR has 
been informed, it.is then no wonder if the French 
fhould Encroach upon our Manufa&ures: Thus the 
Cafe is¢lear, thefe Men are guilty of carrying all ‘this 
Wooll away, and itis in their Power alone to prevent 
it. If the MERCATOR is asked how they ‘hall 
prevent. it, he anfwers, by getting our! ‘Manufactures 
admitted into France on low Duties we fhould ftop 
their Manufacturing ;if.we flop their Manufacturing, 
we ftop their Demand of our Wooll ; and this tlie 
Treaty alone can do; as fhall appear inythe farther Ea- 
quiry into this part of it, in the nexe MERCATOR. - 
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